
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service Kansas

Scenario Cost:

Practice: 528 - Prescribed Grazing

Scenario: #4 - Conversion, non-irrigated

Scenario Description:
Design and implementation of a grazing system on newly established grazinglands, which were previously irrigated cropland, that will 
enhance pasture condition and ecosystem function as well as optimize efficiency and economic return through monitoring (ex:photo 
points, stubble height after grazing, etc) & record keeping. 

Before Situation:
Previously irrigated cropland converted to grazinglands to promote desirable and efficient use of forage plants, benefitting soil and water 
resources.  No previously established stocking rates have been established for newly established forage plants.  There is currently no 
monitoring plan in place to evaluate change on the landscape.

After Situation:
Prescribed grazing system is designed to protect the health and vigor of the plant communities that are in place.  Livestock are managed in 
a way that enhances pasture condition and function through protection of sensitive areas,  and efficient harvest of forage resources.  
Grazing system success will be evaluated through short term monitoring.

Scenario Feature Measure:

Scenario Typical Size: 160

Scenario Unit: Acre

IDComponent Name CostQuantity
Price 
($/unit)UnitComponent Description

$3,895.29 Scenario Cost/Unit: $24.35

Cost Details (by category):

Acquisition of Technical Knowledge

294Training, Workshops Educational seminar or series of meetings emphasizing 
interaction and exchange of information among a usually 
small number of participants.

Each $41.42 1 $41.42

Equipment/Installation

965All terrain vehicles, ATV Includes equipment, power unit and labor costs. Hour $30.81 52 $1,602.12

967Rangeland/grassland field 
monitoring kit

Miscellaneous tools needed to complete 
rangeland/grassland monitoring.  Materials may include 
camera, clippers, plot frame, scale, tape measure, etc.  
Includes materials and shipping only.

Each $43.67 1 $43.67

Foregone Income

2079FI, Grazing AUMs Grazing is the Primary Land Use AUM $14.88 20 $297.60

Labor

234Supervisor or Manager Labor involving supervision or management activities.  
Includes crew supervisors, foremen and farm/ranch 
managers time required for adopting new technology, etc.

Hour $36.74 52 $1,910.48
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USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service Kansas

Scenario Cost:

Practice: 528 - Prescribed Grazing

Scenario: #5 - Range, 30-73% rest

Scenario Description:
Design and implementation of a grazing system that will enhance pasture condition and ecosystem function by providing rest to the 
pastures during the growing season (30-73% rest) as well as optimize efficiency and economic return through monitoring (ex: trend, 
composition, production, etc), record keeping. 

Before Situation:
Current grazing system exhibits undesirable and inefficient use of forage plants and such use may have a negative impact on pasture 
condition, as well as soil and water resources.  Stocking rates are likely higher than the current level of production and efficiency of use can 
support without management changes.  There is currently no monitoring plan in place to evaluate change on the landscape.

After Situation:
Prescribed grazing system is designed to protect the health and vigor of the plant communities that are in place.  Livestock are managed in 
a way that enhances pasture condition and function through proper rest and recovery periods, protection of sensitive areas, proper 
utilization, and efficient harvest of forage resources.  Grazing system success will be evaluated through long term monitoring.

Scenario Feature Measure:

Scenario Typical Size: 160

Scenario Unit: Acre

IDComponent Name CostQuantity
Price 
($/unit)UnitComponent Description

$1,799.97 Scenario Cost/Unit: $11.25

Cost Details (by category):

Equipment/Installation

965All terrain vehicles, ATV Includes equipment, power unit and labor costs. Hour $30.81 26 $801.06

967Rangeland/grassland field 
monitoring kit

Miscellaneous tools needed to complete 
rangeland/grassland monitoring.  Materials may include 
camera, clippers, plot frame, scale, tape measure, etc.  
Includes materials and shipping only.

Each $43.67 1 $43.67

Labor

234Supervisor or Manager Labor involving supervision or management activities.  
Includes crew supervisors, foremen and farm/ranch 
managers time required for adopting new technology, etc.

Hour $36.74 26 $955.24
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USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service Kansas

Scenario Cost:

Practice: 528 - Prescribed Grazing

Scenario: #6 - Range, > 73% rest

Scenario Description:
Design and implementation of a grazing system that will enhance pasture condition and ecosystem function by providing maximum rest to 
the pastures during the growing season (greater than 73% rest) as well as optimize efficiency and economic return through monitoring (ex: 
trend, composition, production, etc), record keeping. 

Before Situation:
Current grazing system exhibits undesirable and inefficient use of forage plants and such use may have a negative impact on pasture 
condition, as well as soil and water resources.  Stocking rates are likely higher than the current level of production and efficiency of use can 
support without management changes.  There is currently no monitoring plan in place to evaluate change on the landscape.

After Situation:
Prescribed grazing system is designed to protect the health and vigor of the plant communities that are in place.  Livestock are managed in 
a way that enhances pasture condition and function through proper rest and recovery periods, protection of sensitive areas, proper 
utilization, and efficient harvest of forage resources.  Grazing system success will be evaluated through long term monitoring.

Scenario Feature Measure:

Scenario Typical Size: 160

Scenario Unit: Acre

IDComponent Name CostQuantity
Price 
($/unit)UnitComponent Description

$2,255.73 Scenario Cost/Unit: $14.10

Cost Details (by category):

Equipment/Installation

965All terrain vehicles, ATV Includes equipment, power unit and labor costs. Hour $30.81 26 $801.06

967Rangeland/grassland field 
monitoring kit

Miscellaneous tools needed to complete 
rangeland/grassland monitoring.  Materials may include 
camera, clippers, plot frame, scale, tape measure, etc.  
Includes materials and shipping only.

Each $43.67 1 $43.67

Labor

234Supervisor or Manager Labor involving supervision or management activities.  
Includes crew supervisors, foremen and farm/ranch 
managers time required for adopting new technology, etc.

Hour $36.74 26 $955.24

231General Labor Labor performed using basic tools such as power tool, 
shovels, and other tools that do not require extensive 
training.  Ex. pipe layer, herder, concrete placement, 
materials spreader, flagger, etc.

Hour $18.99 24 $455.76
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USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service Kansas

Scenario Cost:

Practice: 528 - Prescribed Grazing

Scenario: #7 - Habitat Management, grouse

Scenario Description:
Development and implementation of a grazing schedule that will creat, restore, and/or enhance habitat components for grouse species 
including Lesser prairie-chicken and Sage grouse (identified wildlife species of concern).

Before Situation:
Wildlife cover, shelter, food, water and movement are limited due to grazingland condition.  Plant health and vigor are negatively impacted 
by one or more of the following:  poor grazing distribution, timing of grazing and inadequate rest and recovery periods.  Water quality may 
be impacted by increased runoff and erosion.  In addition reduced vegetative cover increases the opportunity for encroachment of noxious 
and invasive weeds.

After Situation:
A grazing system is altered and/or enhanced to benefit habitat for targeted wildlife species.  Additional benefits include improved 
rangeland and/or pasture health, adequate rest and recovery periods, protection of sensitive areas, improved water quality and reduced 
risk of invasive or noxious weed encroachment.  In order to achieve this, implementation of a rest/rotation or deferred grazing system will 
be required.  A portion of the acres (20% for Sage Grouse Initiative) may be deferred during periods of critical wildlife use, deferment is 
implemented under 472-Access Control.

Scenario Feature Measure:

Scenario Typical Size: 160

Scenario Unit: Acre

IDComponent Name CostQuantity
Price 
($/unit)UnitComponent Description

$2,103.21 Scenario Cost/Unit: $13.15

Cost Details (by category):

297 100

Acquisition of Technical Knowledge

294Training, Workshops Educational seminar or series of meetings emphasizing 
interaction and exchange of information among a usually 
small number of participants.

Each $41.42 1 $41.42

Equipment/Installation

967Rangeland/grassland field 
monitoring kit

Miscellaneous tools needed to complete 
rangeland/grassland monitoring.  Materials may include 
camera, clippers, plot frame, scale, tape measure, etc.  
Includes materials and shipping only.

Each $43.67 1 $43.67

965All terrain vehicles, ATV Includes equipment, power unit and labor costs. Hour $30.81 26 $801.06

Labor

230Skilled Labor Labor requiring a high level skill set: Includes carpenters, 
welders, electricians, conservation professionals involved 
with data collection, monitoring, and or record keeping, etc.

Hour $28.44 26 $739.44

234Supervisor or Manager Labor involving supervision or management activities.  
Includes crew supervisors, foremen and farm/ranch 
managers time required for adopting new technology, etc.

Hour $36.74 13 $477.62
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USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service Kansas

Scenario Cost:

Practice: 528 - Prescribed Grazing

Scenario: #8 - Livestock Deferment

Scenario Description:
Defer livestock grazing for a 12 month period to allow for regrowth and recovery to occur on 40 acres grazed range unit where a plant or 
animal resource concerns exists.  Complete livestock exclusion is required during the specified time period.  Deferment may be necessary 
on whole units or portions of units as determined by appropriate assessment.

Before Situation:
Inadequate plant cover exists for nesting, brooding, and/or winter habitat for upland birds on grazing/wildlife lands.  Inadequate plant 
growth or regrowth after livestock use does not permit the use by wildlife and/or creates a plant condition resource concern. 

After Situation:
Adequte cover exists after deferment which provides adequate cover for wildlife or plant growth 

Scenario Feature Measure: Acres of Treatment

Scenario Typical Size: 40

Scenario Unit: Acre

IDComponent Name CostQuantity
Price 
($/unit)UnitComponent Description

$641.40 Scenario Cost/Unit: $16.04

Cost Details (by category):

Foregone Income

2079FI, Grazing AUMs Grazing is the Primary Land Use AUM $14.88 38 $565.44

Labor

231General Labor Labor performed using basic tools such as power tool, 
shovels, and other tools that do not require extensive 
training.  Ex. pipe layer, herder, concrete placement, 
materials spreader, flagger, etc.

Hour $18.99 4 $75.96
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